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Key Events and Facts 
When and where did it begin? The ancient Egyptian civilisation began 5,000 years ago when people started building villages next to the River Nile in 

north-east Africa. It lasted for around 3,000 years. 
What did they introduce? The ancient Egyptians were experts at farming and construction because they were very inventive. They invented a solar 

calendar (a calendar based on the sun) and a writing system called hieroglyphs. 
How do we know about life in 
Ancient Egypt? 

We know about the ancient Egyptians from the discovery of lots of buildings, monuments, objects and mummies.  The 
practice of studying these items is called Egyptology and the people who study them are called Egyptologists. An 
Egyptologist is an archaeologist who specialises in Ancient Egypt. 

How and when did it end? When the pharaohs were good rulers the ancient Egyptians enjoyed a peaceful and prosperous life. When pharaohs were not 
very good rulers then Ancient Egypt could suffer from famine, war and invasions by other empires. 

Key People 

Tutankhamun inherited the throne at the age of 9 or 10.  Tutankhamun reigned 
for roughly 10 years. He died around the age of 18 and was buried in a tomb in the 
Valley of the Kings.  His burial place was hidden for many centuries. It was 
discovered by the Egyptologist Howard Carter in 1922. It contained many amazing 
artefacts, including Tutankhamun’s famous golden death mask, a chariot and a 
dagger made from meteorite iron! 
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The River Nile 
The river Nile was essential to life in ancient 
Egypt. Every year, it flooded, leaving behind a 
black silt that enriched the soil for growing crops.  
 
The river was also used to irrigate fields in other 
areas. Most people lived along and around the Nile. 
This is still true in Egypt today. The river was used 
for water, fishing and trade. Mud from the river 
was used for bricks and papyrus plants were used 
to make paper. 

Hieroglyphs 
-Hieroglyphs were written by scribes, who had to go to a special school 
to learn how to write. Almost all scribes were men, although there is 
some evidence of female doctors being able to read hieroglyphs in 
medical texts.  
-Hieroglyphs were used for religious texts and inscriptions on statues 
and tombs. They were also used for counting crops and animals so that 
the right taxes could be taken.  
-The Rosetta Stone, discovered in 1799, was written in hieroglyphs and 
two other languages, including ancient Greek, which linguists 
(language experts) could still read.  
-Linguists translated the hieroglyphs by comparing the languages. It 
took 20 years to translate all the text into modern language. 

Find out more at: https://www.historyforkids.net/ancient-egypt.html 
                          http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Egypt.html 
 

Egyptian pyramids 
were constructed as 
burial monuments 
for the Egyptian 
pharaohs. They 
were built of 
enormous stones in 
varying sizes; inside 
they contained 
corridors and 
chambers that 
housed many of the 
items the Egyptians 
thought the 
pharaohs would 
need in the afterlife. 

Key Knowledge  
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