Forces Workshops Impact Report March 2022
During the pandemic it was not possible to run Forces Club across the school, however I kept in contact with parents that have been deployed and provided socially distanced support to them and their children, whenever required.  I also made sure that all Forces children knew that I was available in school should they have needed any support.
Since October half term, Forces workshops have re-commenced weekly with 21 children Key Stage Two attending (from 18 families).  Each year Group has had a session of between 30-40 minutes.  
Due to not being able to mix bubbles, it has not been possible to work with KS1 children yet. 
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I have scheduled time to work with two families who have a parent deployed and another with other issues which required some additional support.
During the recent OFSTED inspection, I spent some time with one of the inspectors discussing Forces Club and the targeted support which we offer to this group of children.  The inspector was very complimentary about what we are doing and had not come across anything like this in any other school which he had inspected. He saw it as a real strength in our school – as mentioned in the official report.

Without exception, all the children have expressed real delight in being able to return to Forces Club, and we have spent this term working on craft based activities as the children were keen to update their displays (in the library and corridor).  Year six produced some really wonderful diary writing which linked to their WW2 topic, Year 3 created some lovely acrostic poetry and year 4/5 made 3D poppy mobiles and wordles using vocabulary linked to the qualities they believe you would need to be in the military.  It has been really wonderful to work with them again and see their enthusiasm.
I asked the children to complete a brief questionnaire about Forces Club and here are a few of their responses:
Things they enjoy most:
“interesting activities linked to the armed forces”
“learning things which we don’t learn in class”
“learning about what my parents do”

“working with an adult in a small group”
What is special about Forces Club?

“everyone is on the same level” (not differentiated)
“we all do the same work”

“working with people who you wouldn’t normally work with”
“we are all included and equal”























Things they have missed:

“entering competitions”
“spending time in a small group”

“someone to talk to every week”

“the excitement of working with other classes”

“our assemblies”

The children all mentioned the pride they feel when they participate in our remembrance assemblies.  They also mentioned how much they enjoy having their work on display in our library and the corridor (outside the library).  The small group ethos and targeted adult support is also a definite plus. The children unanimously want the club to continue, as do I.





Finally, I am excited to report that I have received confirmation from Mrs Thompson at LSST that we will, once again, be running Camo Day in June.  





Mrs Woolsey
